SERVING IN WORSHIP
March 5, 2023

Sunday Morning:

Call to Worship:
Romans 5: 1-5

Stanton See

Song Leader:
Mark Claypool

First Prayer:
Larry Miller

Presentation/Lord’s Table

Doug Driver

Servers:

Speaker:
Johnny Felker

Michael Pittman **Austin Miller

Prayer & Announcements:

Dwight Mullett
Usher:
Walter Culbreth
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Sunday Evening:
Call to Worship:
Psalm 95: 1-7
Mark Claypool

Song Leader:
Various

First Prayer:
Barry Cary
Invitation:

Doug Driver

Lord’s Table:

Michael Pittman

Prayer and Announcements:

)

Dwight Mullett
Usher:
Walter Culbreth

Prayer List and Announcements
Jeanette Aldridge stayed safe during Friday’s wild
weather, though she lost some roofing on her deck and
carport area after the windstorm.
Janett King has been put under hospice care. A hospital
bed has been brought in for her comfort and she is un-
der a lot of medication to deal the pain. As a result she
is sleeping a lot. Her family is taking turns staying with
her so that she is never alone. As far as | know her

brother Earl and sister Brenda are about the same.
Deborah Grigsby had a good week. Her home did not
suffer from the storm. She will be going to see Mike
Sunday afternoon, and thanks everyone for their
prayers.

Fred Duggin has not seen much change in his circum-
stances this week. He has been dealing with A-fib all
week. Additionally, Elaine has bee deteriorating. She
spent three days in the hospital but they could not get
her to eat so Fred brought her back home.

Betty Travis has remained alert and talking this week.
She continues to be very weak.

**Let us continue to Remember in Prayer**
Janett King, Chelsea Gilliam (friend of Betty Copley),
Paige Toxey, Keith Barclay (friend of Betty Copley),
Susie Martell & Allison Barton, Neal Smith, Dalton Greg-
ory, and Esther Carrera, co-worker of Dwight Mullett.

Birthdays:
No birthdays this week

ELDERS: Johnny Felker & Doug Driver
DEACONS: Ralph Brown & Mark Claypool
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“..let us consider how we may encourage one another”
Heb. 10:24
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Overcoming Bitterness
Lawrence Kelley

So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness of Shur.
And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. Now when they came to Marah,
they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called
Marah. And the people complained against Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?" So he cried out
to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made
sweet (Exodus 15:22-25) .

God knows the hearts of His people better than they know their hearts themselves. Because
our hearts are frequently not in the right place, He puts us in circumstances that reveal our short-
comings to us. When the new nation of Israel came out of Egypt their hearts were bitter and one of
the first things God did for them was show them their fault. He did this by leading them for three
days through a searing desert with no water only to bring them at last to an oasis with bitter water.
God brought bitter people face to face with bitter water. This hard circumstance revealed the hearts
of the people. After the people complained, God directed Moses to take a particular tree and cast it
into the water which made the waters sweet.

We tend to think that circumstances cause us to become bitter, but this is not the case. Bit-
terness is not something that happens to us, it is a characteristic we develop. This can be seen easily
enough in the lives of two different people faced with similar circumstances. I’ve known people to
go through a lot of trials and hardships and maintain a grateful and gracious spirit throughout. I’ve
seen others face similar trials only to become angry and embittered souls. In both cases the hardship
revealed the heart more than it formed the heart. If we are filled with sweetness and something
jostles us, then sweetness spills out. If we are filled with bitterness and we get jostled then battery
acid goes everywhere.

Sometimes when bitterness spills out, we still don’t see it for what it is. So, it may be help-
ful to point out some of its identifying characteristics.

First, bitterness differs from guilt in that guilt is how we feel when we realize we have
wronged others, but bitterness is how we feel when we believe others have wronged us. Israel be-
lieved God and Moses had done them wrong by leading them out into the wilderness to die of thirst.
This means our bitter feelings can result from incorrect perceptions as well as real offenses. It also
shows us that bitterness can be directed at God as well as man and frequently when we think it is all
directed at man it is really directed at God. We need to recognize that God often leads us into very
difficult circumstances, as He did with Israel, and that He does so for our good whether we can see

“Your lovingkindness, Oh Lord, extends to the heavens,

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.” Psalm 36: 5

--continued on page 3
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. When Your Faith is Tested by Life...
Pen points

What do we do when our faith is tested? James gives us the answer (Jas. 1:2-12)

EE I
R for the spiritual g it can produce.
Consider it all j __, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that

the testing of your faith produces e . And let endurance have its perfect
result, that you may be perfect and c , lacking in nothing (Jas. 1:2-4)

“Joy is an understanding of existence that encompasses both elation and depression, that can accept with
creative submission events which bring delight or dismay because joy allows one to see beyond any
particular event to the sovereign Lord who stands above all events and ultimately has control over
them.”

P to God for w to handle it.

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him a___ of God, who gives to all men gener-
ously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in f
without any doubting..... (Jas. 1:5-6)

Let faith work; and God will show you the answers you need.

Keep your emphasis on the s rather than the p

But let the brother of h circumstances glory in his high position, and let
the r man glory in his humiliation... (Jas. 1:9-10)
Focus on what you have with God, rather than what others have that you don’t have!

Keep your eyes on the p .

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he
will receive the c of life, which the Lord has promised to those who [
Him. (Jas. 1:12)

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18)

With God’s help we can overcome every trial by faith.
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the good in it or not.

Second, bitterness is personal. Great sins committed against humanity in Iraq or some other
place might appall us but they do not make us bitter. However, small offenses, “he doesn’t pick his socks
up off the floor,” make us bitter. It is the nearness not the enormity of the sin that makes us bitter. This is
why bitterness is usually felt toward fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, children, room-
mates, co-workers, business partners, neighbors and brothers and sisters in the Lord.

Third, bitterness is into details and it remembers everything. You have had thousands of conver-
sations in your life, most of which you have forgotten. But this one took place years ago, and you re-
member every single word, his intonation the inflection of his voice. You know exactly what happened,
which means, you are bitter. Why can we remember the details so vividly? Because repetition is the
mother of learning. We Review, Review, Review. Then he said “...” so I said to him “...”. These things
stay with us because bitterness doesn’t want to go away. It wants to hang around and dominate our
thinking till it chokes the life out of us.

The only thing to be done with bitterness is to put it away (Ephesians 4:31). This is because bit-
terness festers over time. We may be able to suppress it for a while, but sooner or latter an opportunity to
bring up the past will arise and it will return with renewed vigor. Therefore, the Hebrew writer warns us
to be aware lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble (Hebrews 12:5).

When once we recognize that bitterness has crept into our hearts, how can we go about getting
rid of it? The first thing is to acknowledge that my bitterness is my sin. I own it. The other person’s sin
isn’t the issue. We may not say, “I’ll stop being bitter, when they say they’re sorry.” My repentance can-
not be contingent upon the repentance of others.

I’ve known people who were so bitter, that when the other person apologized they still couldn’t
let it go. I’ve known people who remained bitter at people who were dead. The prisons are full of people
who murdered the person at whom they were bitter and they are more bitter now than ever. A bitter per-
son will stop being bitter, only when they confess it to God, repent of it and accept His pardon. When
this happens it is often surprising how quickly the other person asks your forgiveness and, how easily
you will be able to accept them.

The power to put away bitterness is just like the power to eliminate any other sin — it is a power
that comes to us by the grace of God Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. Here we are told to take what we have been given
and extend it to others. We serve a God who doesn’t ladle out forgiveness in a teaspoon, but pours it out
in buckets. The true test of our standing in His grace is the measure of grace we extend to those who
have wronged us. We don’t ever want to be in the position of the unmerciful servant who having been
forgiven an immense debt, couldn’t forgive a trifle.

This means that if we get hit by a hard circumstance and bile begins to bubble up, the first thing
we need to do is stop and thank God for revealing to us a reality that had previously escaped our notice.
The next thing is to ask Him to cast a tree into our bitter water that will make it sweet. Of course, He has
done just that. In the middle of history God placed a tree in the middle of the world and gave His Son to
die on that tree in order to take away our bitterness and replace it with the sweetness of Christ who pled
that His enemies might be pardoned.

Market Street Messenger, 7/10/16~via Lost River Bulletin; Bowling Green, Kentucky
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