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SERVING IN WORSHIP
January 29, 2023

Sunday Morning:

Call to Worship:
2 Peter 1:3-4

Johnny Felker

Song Leader:
Mark Claypool

First Prayer:
Barry Cary

Presentation/Lord’s Table
Johnny Felker

Servers:

Walter Culbreth **Michael Pittman
Prayer & Announcements:
Doug Driver
Usher:
Ralph Brown
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Sunday Evening:
Call to Worship:
Luke 9: 1-6
Barry Phillips
Song Leader:
Dennis Blanton

First Prayer:
Mark Claypool

Speaker:
Johnny Felker
Lord’s Table:
Barry Cary
Prayer and Announcements:
Doug Driver
Usher:
Ralph Brown

Prayer List and Announcements
| was not able to contact Janette Aldridge this week.
Janett King just got home from the hospital. They took
her to the hospital because they thought she was having a
heat attack, but now the doctors think she may have a hia-
tal hernia so they are putting her on medication.
Deborah Grigsby is doing OK. She was able to visit Mike a
once this past week. His health remains about the same.
Fred Duggin saw the neuro-muscular neurologist and she
expressed doubt about the MG diagnosis. She thinks he
might have experienced a TIA. They will be doing an MRI
soon, when they hope to get a more definitive diagnosis.
Betty Travis is about the same. Pam said the nursing
home advised them to call in hospice, while Betty is beg-
ging to go home. This is not possible because she is too
weak.
Betty Dennis said her eye is all red and swollen. She thinks
(hopes!) it might be related to her sinus infection. She will
see her eye doctor on Wednesday.

Mary Mullett has gone to Florida to be with a sister and
other family. She will be there for awhile. | know we will
miss her!

**Let us continue to Remember in Prayer**
Janett King, Chelsea Gilliam (friend of Betty Copley), Paige
Toxey, Keith Barclay (friend of Betty Copley), Susie Mar-
tell & Allison Barton, Dalton Gregory, and Esther Carrera,
co-worker of Dwight Mullett.
Birthdays:

Feb. 3rd: Grace Claypool

ELDERS: Johnny Felker & Doug Driver
DEACONS: Ralph Brown & Mark Claypool
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“..let us consider how we may encourage one another
Heb. 10:24
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Whose Voice do we Follow?
Doy Moyer

“Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the
sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the
door is a shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he puts forth all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. A stranger they
simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” (John 10:1-5)

In Scripture, listening to someone’s voice is often equivalent to following what that
person says as being authoritative. Adam got into trouble because he “listened to the voice”
of Eve when she gave him the fruit (Gen 3:17). Moses was concerned that the people would
not listen to his voice when he went to bring them out of Egypt (Exod 4:1). When Moses and
Aaron appeared before Pharaoh, Pharaoh’s question was, “Who is the Lord that | should obey
His voice...?” (Exod 5:2). Then when Israel crossed the sea, God told them, “If you will diligent-
ly listen to the voice of the Lord your God..." then they would not be plagued with diseases
that came on Egypt (Exod 15:26). The idea of hearing and listening to the voice of another is
found all throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. To listen to the voice of another means
we are following what they say. Of course, there is no more authoritative voice than God’s.

Everyone follows a “voice” of some kind. Everyone has a final point of reference for
authority. We all listen to someone, whether it be just ourselves, another human authority, or
God as revealed through His word. We're not talking about a psychological “hearing voices in
my head” issue. Rather, we are talking about the ultimate “voice” of authority that people
follow. Whose voice do we follow, and do we truly know the voice of our Lord?

Christians follow the “voice” of Jesus because “they know His voice.” He is the final

“Your lovingkindness, Oh Lord, extends to the heavens,

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.” Psalm 36: 5

--continued on page 3



https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2010.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod%205.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod%2015.26

Preacher’s  «Standing on the Promises”
Pen points (A Sermon in Song)

“...He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises...” (2 Pet. 1:4)
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#452 I'm Standing on the Promises (v. 1,2)
The promises of God never fail (2 Cor. 1:20; Dan. 9:4).
#461 Be Not Dismayed Whate er Betide (v. 1,2,4)
God’s promise to the financially burdened (Heb. 13:5; Mt. 6:33)
#555 Seek Ye First (v. 1,2,3)
God’s promise to the anxious (Mt. 7:7-8; Phil. 4:6-7)
#139 In Heavenly Love Abiding (v. 1,2)
God’s promise to the tempted (1 Cor. 10:13; Heb. 2:18; 4:16)
#457 How Firm A Foundation (v. 1,2,3)
God’s promise to the failing (Heb. 8:6, 12; 1 Jn. 1:9)
#501 Though Your Sins Be as Scarlet (v. 1,3)
Lord’s Supper
God’s promise to the suffering (Rom. 8:16-17; 1 Pet. 5:6-7)
#507 Does Jesus Care? (v. 1,2)
God’s promise to the hopeless (Rev. 2:10; Heb. 6:18-20)
#467 We Have An Anchor (v. 1,2,3)
Invitation (1 John 2:24-25)
#679 Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (v. 1,2,3)
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reference point of authority. No other voice can match His or carry His power. Christians under-
stand that following after other “voices” is following after strangers and thieves who, if followed will
steal, kill, and destroy souls. Jesus came to give abundant life. He came with divine authority and
purpose. He is the door to salvation; He is the good shepherd who gave His life for the sheep.

People will ask, as those in the text of John 10, “Why do you listen to Him?” Is He out of His
mind? Is He demon-possessed? Neither. There are no more sober words than those expressed by
Jesus. ‘| and the Father are one,” He claimed (vs. 30). The people understood what He was claiming,
so they picked up stones to throw at Him. Why? “For blasphemy, and because You, being a man,
make Yourself out to be God” (vs. 33).

Jesus’ authority is indeed divine, and the key to our acceptance of this is found in the text:

“For this reason the Father loves Me, because | lay down My life so that | may take it again. No one has
taken it away from Me, but | lay it down on My own initiative. | have authority to lay it down, and | have
authority to take it up again. This commandment | received from My Father” (John 10: 17-18).

Jesus references not only His death, but also His resurrection. Note, in this, His authority
over both death and life. Ultimately, the resurrection is what seals the authority issue. If He hadn’t
risen, the discussion would be over. Yet He was declared the Son of God with power by the resur-
rection (Rom 1:4). The resurrection shouts the truth loud and clear that Jesus is the divine Son and
needs to be heard.

This coincides well with what the Hebrews writer said: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways,
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radi-
ance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the
word of his power.” (Heb 1:1-3)

We are the sheep who have gone astray (Isa 53:6). If we listen to the voice of others, we die
in that condition. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, laid down His own life to redeem the sheep, and only
by listening to Him can we properly enter through the door (again, Him) and find our safety.

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me” (John 10:37).
Whose voice is your final reference point of authority? To whom are you listening?

(Vestavia Church of Christ, Sept. 1, 2019)
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